ARS 2019 Convention Promo
1.

The 2019 ARS Convention will feature Rhododendrons in America’s Garden Capital, the
Philadelphia Area.

2.

The convention hotel is The Desmond nestled in historic Chester County.

3.

The Desmond features deluxe 4-poster King Size beds,

4.

But if you choose you may have 2 Queen Size beds.

5.

The Wednesday pre-tour will visit the Chanticleer Garden estate and botanical garden, “one of
the most delightful gardens in the world” thanks to Adolph Rosengarten, the founder of a
company that is Merck and Co. today. It was designed by Christopher Woods in 1981 and
opened to the public in 1990.

6.

Then go to Winterthur for lunch, a tram tour of the garden, and visits to the galleries and a
house tour of the estate of Henry Francis DuPont who was born into the du Pont family in
1880 but pursued horticulture and American antiques. Winterthur was opened to the public in
1951.

7.

Thursday will feature lunch and a visit to Tyler Arboretum originated by the Quaker Painter
brothers in 1825. In 1944 it became a public arboretum and Dr. John Casper Wister became
its first director. He created comprehensive collections of rhododendrons.

8.

Thursday evening will kick off the convention with a visit to Jenkins Arboretum. Jenkins was
established in 1976 and has 46-acres of rhododendrons, azaleas, and other ericaceous plants.

9.

Jenkins will host a wine and hors d’oeuvres reception in the gardens.

10.

Friday’s garden tours include Mt. Cuba Center, a wonderland of native plants, created in the
1930’s by Lammot du Pont Copeland, a CEO of DuPont Company. In 2001 Mt. Cuba Center
became a public garden.

11.

Lunch will be at Longwood Gardens which was started in 1798 by a Quaker brothers, Joshua
and Samuel Peirce, and opened in 1850 as Pierce’s Park. Purchased by Pierre S. du Pont in
1906, it was developed into “one of the premier horticultural display gardens in the world”
and became a public garden in 1946.

12.

Friday’s tour will include Wayne Guymon’s amazing 10-acre private garden, WynEden,
which was featured in Martha Steward Living magazine.

13.

Friday evening’s banquet will be in the American Helicopter Museum, which celebrates
Philadelphia as home of America’s helicopter industry.

13a. The speaker will be Dick Murcott. His topic will be Philadelphia, Adopted Home of
America's First Hybrid Rhododendrons. Dick is a prolific speaker and gives many talks
on Rhododendrons.
14.

Saturday’s garden tours include the newly opened Stoneleigh Estate, the former home of the
John Haas family of Rohm & Haas pharmaceuticals. It was designed by the Olmsted
Brothers. Started in 1914, this garden will be opened to the public in 2018. It is the newest
old garden in America.

15.

Saturday’s tour will include Perc Moser’s private garden which features many of his own
hybrids. Perc is treasurer of the ARS Research Foundation.
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16.

Lunch will be at Morris Arboretum, part of the University of Pennsylvania and the official
arboretum of the state of Pennsylvania. Morris was established in 1889 and became a public
garden in 1933.

17.

Saturday’s tour will include the private garden of Alice Farley is a Landscape Architect and
avid gardener. Her philosophy is to try to be at one with the natural surroundings.

18.

Saturday evening’s banquet will be in The Desmond Hotel which is a legendary destination
for weddings as well as corporate dinners.

18a. The keynote speaker will be Jenny Rose Carrey. Her topic will be Philadelphia - America’s
Garden City. Jenny is a renowned gardener, educator, historian, and author, and the senior
director at the Pennsylvania Horticultural Society's Meadowbrook Farm in Jenkintown.
19.

Sunday will feature the breeder’s roundtable and self-guided visits to many of the
Philadelphia’s other private and public gardens.

20.

Experience Philadelphia, America’s Garden Capital, created by Quakers, gunpowder and
drugs.
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